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Task Force Introduction and Background 

Status of Current Tasks  

Updates from March 2015 meeting  
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ETF Background 
Engineering Task Force Established by 
Passenger Safety Working Group in 2009 
 
Original Task: 
 

Develop alternative crashworthiness criteria 
and waiver guidance - published 10/28/2011 
 
Current Task: 
 

Provide recommendations for revised 
equipment regulations – under development 
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ETF Passenger Equipment Regulatory Plan 
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NPRM  1: 
(Under Review) 

Tier I alternative crashworthiness 

Tier III crashworthiness standards 

Align Tier II MAS with new VTI rule 
(160mph) 

Codify Tier III Glazing and NPRM 1 
consensus items 

Tier III Braking Systems 

NPRM   2: 
(In Development) 

Tier III Safety Appliances 

Incorporate 49 CFR Part 229 for Tier III 

Alternative crashworthiness for single 
car/locomotive 

Tier III Inspection, Testing and Maintenance 

Update Testing/Commissioning 
Requirements 

Tier I passenger trainset/locomotive safety 
appliances 
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Progress of NPRM 2 Topics (to date…) 

6/1/2015 
For discussion only. Not the official position 

of FRA or USDOT. 5 

IP 

IP 

NS 

 - substantially 
complete 

IP – In Progress 
P – Pending  
NS – Not started  
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Objective Result 

Present remaining proposals for application of 49 CFR  
Part 229 to Tier III - seek ETF concurrence complete 

Present Tier III safety appliance - attachment strength 
proposal and seek ETF concurrence complete 

Resolve open issues related to “single car/locomotive” 
alternative crashworthiness 

technical committee 
formed 

Receive feedback on Tier III Safe Operation Plan Proposal 
and determine path forward 

Need to further reconcile 
with SSP Rule 

Present concept for Tier III ITM to gain initial feedback complete 
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Tier III Safety Appliances  
Task Status 

A working committee was created to 
develop recommendations to ETF 
3 of 4 topics have been resolved, to date. 
 

The committee has divided the task into 
4 major areas: 
 

1. Application (Proposal 1) 
2. Location & Size  
3. Appliance Strength 
4. Attachment Strength 
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Tier III Safety Appliances  
Proposal 2 (Application and Attachment Strength) 

Objectives: 
  

1. Maintain the intent of the original 
requirements;  

2. Establish whether original 
methodology was appropriate; and to 

3. Determine how best to preserve intent 
for modern applications. 

 
Recommendations were presented 
and approved by ETF on March 18, 
2015 
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Tier III 229/ITM Task Group  
Update 

Analysis of Part 229 application complete 
– draft language  being developed. 
 

Discussions have started on Tier III ITM 
requirements 
 

229/ITM TG Tasks: 
 

1. Determine appropriate application 
of Part 229 to Tier III 

2. Develop requirements for Tier III 
Inspection, Testing and Maintenance 
(ITM) 
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Example of 229-Tier III Cross-reference Table. 

 
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Future Meetings 

Upcoming Working Sessions: 
 

ITM/229 Task Group – May 14; June TBD; July TBD, 2015 
Tier III Safety Appliances – July 27, 2015 
Single Car/Locomotive Alt. Crashworthiness – dates: TBD 
 
 
 

Next full Task Force meeting scheduled for:  
Oct./Nov. 2015 
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Questions?  
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