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Closed Crossing Initiative

Section 130 Funding:  States are 
agreeing closures should be high in 
the rating and ranking process.



Bike and Pedestrian crossings are 
also given special consideration 



REASON?



Closed Crossing Initiatives 
are being used by the State’s 
to Insure Safety, especially 
along the high speed corridor

New Sounder Transit 
Service



High Speed Corridor Closures 
include:

159th Street

Marysville, WA

Ron Ries testified before a 
judge for closure.



Vancouver, WA Rail Project



West Gaylor
Overpass Project

• Ten Most Dangerous List

•City Passed Ordinance to leave 
crossing   open

• Coalition working to change 
ordinance – Ongoing

• FHWA letter after coalition 
request



Public/Private Crossing Closures



Halsey, Oregon
•Top Ten List

•Two Accidents in last Five Years

•Amtrak Route

•Hump Crossing



•Public Meeting 
Scheduled

•Several unreported 
trucks were high-
centered and cleared



•Data was reviewed

•OL Presentation

•Passenger Train                                                 
Protection/Hazmat

•Committee Formed 

•Highway Improvements



Fort Hall, Idaho

1. Tribe objected to sensitive moves

2. FRA facilitated a coalition with State DOT/FHWA/Tribal 
Planners and Union Pacific Railroad

a) Signal upgrades near school

b) Raise highway grade to levels that reduce humped 
crossings

c)  OL was performed at the tribal schools and tribal police 
department

d)  Information on track safety was shared with tribe.



Columbia River Gorge

•152 mile segment

•Law enforcement coalition

•Newspaper articles

•Crossing closures

•Multi-agency cooperation 

Fish & Wildlife –Army Corps of Engineer/Tribe



Focused Outreach



Data Review

• Accident Incident Statistics

• FRA Crossing and Trespass Data on 

• Near hit blitzes

• Encouragement to short lines

• Report near hits

PROJECTS





SPORTS TEAM PROMO





Ads were aired on each Seahawk pre-game show including 
Playoffs!!!



2002 – 2003 Support
Web Site, Transportation Guide and 

Pre-game Show



Trucker

Appreciation

Day



Region 5 Trucker Outreach



NW Trucker Forum
-Reached 4,712 drivers in Seattle

-Reached 735 drivers in Spokane

-Reached over 350 in Vancouver

CDL Rules

FRA Statistics

OL Presentation



Swift Transportation

Reached over 15,000 drivers 
in 36 terminals in 49 states



Over 80,000 Miles – 20 States



32 
States 
and 
Multiple 
Short 
Lines



Washington & Oregon Truckers Rodeo



First Place -ATK West trip for 4

$500 Cash OL

Suitcase with Frito Lay Products

Albertson’s $100 gift certificate



Ads reached 3.3 million people in 
Washington, Oregon and 

Northern Idaho



AK Media - $36,000 space

1 Frito Lay posting

3 Washington OL postings

DC Design aka In Trend Design Group – donated illustration and graphic

STILL POSTED 





Thrifty 24-hour 
Parking and Rental

5K Passengers Portland 7K Passengers Seattle Per Month

Donated Space



Focused 
ads in 

progress



Carkeek Golden Garden 
Parks

Coalition
BNSF

FRA

WA DOT

WUTC

ATK

WA Parks

Coalition 
members 

were 
assigned 

tasks



FRA contacted media for feature story which 
aired May 31, 2002 and June 2, 2002

Story 
features RR 

police 
enforcement, 

fines, 
trespass laws, 
billboard and 

victims



Law Enforcement Outreach
• FRA Rail Safety Course

– Includes OL videos for
• responder safety
• how they can enforce rail safety
• Vandalism/terrorism updates



3 FLAGS
WA, OR, BC



OFFICER ON A TRAIN

Press and dignitaries 
were invited along with 
law enforcement in a 16 

mile stretch



Scheduled 
Training 



Region 7

Law 
Enforcement 

Outreach



Car Show – Washington State Fair – No Zone –
Water Safety Fair – Buckle Up – 3 Flags



THANK YOU

Deborah Wojnicz

Region 8 

Grade Crossing Team


