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OBJECTIVES
n Conform to new OSHA rule
n Update and improve codes to reduce 

need for narrative entries
n Recognize changes in the industry
n Clarify commuter / Amtrak reporting 

(follows up on NTSB 
recommendation)

n Provide clarifications as needed



OSHA Conforming Changes

n First Aid Treatment
n Medical Treatment
n “Covered Data”



OSHA Conforming Changes 
to Definitions
n First Aid Treatment

Now includes:
n Use of an eye patch, butterfly bandage, 

or Steri-Strip™
n Immobilization of a body part for 

transport
n Medical Treatment

(any medical care beyond “first aid”)
n does not include counseling







Covered Data – Days Lost 
or Restricted
n Health Professional recommends that the 

Employee take one or more days away 
from work or restricted time

n Employee chooses not to take any time 
away from work  or restricted time

n Case is not otherwise an FRA reportable 



Covered Data – Days Lost 
or Restricted
n Under existing FRA system the case is not 

reportable
n Proposed System – case is reportable to 

FRA for transfer to Department of Labor 
(consistency of inter-industry data)

n This case
n will not become part of FRA’s Statistical 

Publications (i.e., will not count against RRs)
n will become part of FRA’s database and be 

available on the web



Covered Data – OTC Drug 
at Prescription Strength

n Health Professional recommends 
that employee take at OTC 
Medication at a prescription strength 
dosage

n Case is not otherwise an FRA 
reportable 



Covered Data – OTC Drug 
at Prescription Strength
n Under existing FRA system the case is not 

reportable
n Proposed System – case is reportable to 

FRA for transfer to Department of Labor 
(consistency of inter-industry data) 

n This case
n will not become part of FRA’s Statistical 

Publications (i.e., will not count against RRs)
n will become part of FRA’s database and be 

available on the web



Covered Data &
Incorporated Terms
n “Covered data” would be excluded 

from the incorporated terms “accident 
or incident reportable under Part 225” 
and “reportable injury” so that the 
data:
n does not partly trigger alcohol and drug 

testing under Part 219
n does not serve as a partial basis for 

engineer decertification under Part 240



Revised Injury Code

n New Injury/Illness codes were 
added

n Expanded Parts of Body







Add Available Codes to 
Reduce Need for Narratives

n Expanded the Codes in 
Circumstance Codes (Casualty 
Reporting)

n Expanded the Cause Codes (Train 
Accident Reporting)



Circumstance Codes

n New Codes were Added in All 
Categories
n Physical Act
n Location
n Event
n Tools, Machinery, Appliances, 

Structures, etc.
n Probable Reason



Cause Codes

n Technical Changes 
n Broken Rail
n Signal (matches with processor-based 

NPRM)

n Under Active Investigation by 
Railroad

n Investigation Complete, Cause Could 
not be Determined



RCL – Related Accidents 
and Injuries

n Changes in Train Accident Form
n Changes in Highway-Rail Collision 

Form
n New codes added to Circumstance 

Codes
n New Job Codes Added 



Switching Operations

n Based on SOFA Recommendations
n Added new circumstance codes



Commuter Railroad 
Reporting

n Condensed the Reporting
n Simplified some of the reporting 
n One Chapter Covers Commuter 

Railroad Special Reporting



Telephonic Notification of 
Accidents and Fatalities
n Contractor Fatalities
n NTSB Cases
n Reportable collisions and derailments on 

on passenger route (heightened need for 
attention by FRA)

n Calls continue to go to National Response 
Center (also used by NTSB) 

n Less than 1 additional call per day 
industry-wide



Changes to Other Forms

n Form 97 – Added County Code
n Accident/Incident Forms – Notice of 

not being admitted as evidence
n Other technical changes
n Forms 81 and 78 put into clear 

language



Occupational Illnesses
n Longstanding concerns by FRA, labor and 

management regarding issues 
surrounding“work relatedness”

n Clarification of reporting requirements per 
OSHA amendments

n When received in extraordinary means –
outside standard procedures

n Special form
n Good faith effort to complete form



Coding Job Titles

n When job titles do not conform the 
the accident report 

n A switch foreman is to be included in the 
"Conductor" count.

n Switch helpers are to be included in the 
"Brakemen" count.



Collection Geospatial Data
n Optional entry
n Applies only to Trespasser 

Casualties, Employee-on-Duty 
Fatalities, and Train Accidents

n Forms 6180.54 and 6180.55a were 
modified

n Grade Crossing Inventory already 
has latitude/longitude



Next Steps
n Working group consensus on major issues
n Working group is completing NPRM draft 

– final details basically complete
n Full Committee will be requested to 

review and respond to mail ballot 6/10/02
n Target final rule effective 1/1/03


