
August 2021

RAIL
MOVING AMERICA FORWARD

67th Meeting 

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee

National Association of Home Builders

1201 15th Street NW; Washington, DC 20005

October 9, 2024

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee Task Statement: 
Remote Control Locomotive Operations 



2

Task No.: 14-03

11

Task No. 14-03 

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee Task Statement: 
Remote Control Locomotive Operations 

Date initially presented to the RSAC: December 4, 2014 

Purpose: To review existing Remote Control Locomotives (RCL) Operations and 
previous information regarding such operations, and determine whether specific 
regulations, guidance, or other responsive actions are needed so that appropriate 
processes and procedures are in place to ensure the safety of RCL operations. 
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Background: RCL operations have occurred for a number of years and FRA has issued various Safety 
Advisories, reports, and other guidance documents regarding their use and safe operation. RCL 
operations were also recently discussed at the emergency RSAC Crew Size Working Group Meeting. At 
that time, FRA agreed to propose the establishment of a separate RSAC working group to consider the 
current use of RCL operations and whether updated requirements or guidance are necessary to ensure 
their continued safety. 

 Description: Review and understand: 

1.  Review 49 CFR § Parts 217, 218, 229, 240, 242 and 243 in regards to RCL Operations codified into 
regulations to date. 

2. Review other Industry or FRA studies and reports (safety advisory) regarding RCL Operations for 
clarification or review. 

3. Address other issues identified by the working group. 
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Issues requiring specific report: The Working Group should 
consider, and specifically report on and, if appropriate, develop 
draft regulatory or guidance document language on issues 
presented in the description above. 

Establish following working group: Remote Control 
Locomotive (RCL) Working Group 

Target Dates: Report recommendations to the Committee by 
one year after date of initial Working Group kick-off meeting. 
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Propose Reopening

Task No.: 14-03
 



Contact Us
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Connect with us at USDOTFRA

https://railroads.dot.gov/

Christian.Holt@dot.gov

https://www.facebook.com/USDOTFRA
https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0001
https://twitter.com/USDOTFRA
http://www.youtube.com/user/usdotfra
https://www.facebook.com/USDOTFRA
https://twitter.com/USDOTFRA
http://www.youtube.com/user/usdotfra

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

